
Shalom! Looking at the Book of Yoel (Joel) 
through a Messianic Jewish lens—utilizing the 
framework and terminology of the Complete 
Jewish Bible (CJB)—unveils a powerful 
prophetic masterpiece.

Here is the exposition of your questions, 
structured in the active, direct style of 
Messianic scholarship.

1.1. Who was Yoel Ben P'tu'el?

• His Name: Yoel (לאֵוֹי) means "Adonai is 
God". His very name serves as his core 
message.

• His Pedigree: He identifies himself strictly 
as the son of P'tu'el (Cervine/Openness of 
God). Beyond this, Yoel leaves no personal 
biographical details, royal lineages, or 
kings' reigns to date his text.
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• His Ministry Location: Internal text 
references point to the Southern Kingdom 
of Y'hudah (Judah) and Yerushalayim 
(Jerusalem). He speaks intimately of the 
Temple rituals, cohanim (priests), and the 
altar.

1.2. The Purpose of the Book of Yoel

The primary purpose of the book is to use a 
catastrophic, literal locust plague and 
drought to wake up Y'hudah to an even 
greater impending reality: Yom-Adonai (The 
Day of the Lord).

Through a Messianic lens, the book operates 
on three structural pillars:

• Teshuvah (Repentance): Yoel calls the 
community to "rend your hearts and not 
your garments" (Yoel 2:13). Outward 
ritual without internal submission to the 
Messiah is useless.
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• The Outpouring of the Ruach HaKodesh: 
Yoel explicitly promises the pouring out of 
God's Spirit on all flesh (Yoel 3:1-2 in the 
CJB / 2:28-29 in standard versions). This is 
the very passage Rabbi Kefa (Peter) 
quoted in Acts 2 to explain the Messianic 
revival at Shavuot (Pentecost).

• Final Judgment and Restoration: The 
ultimate vindication of Israel and 
judgment of the nations in the Valley of 
Y'hoshafat (Adonai judges).

1.3. Prophetic Links: Yoel 2:4-6, Revelation 9, 
Job, and Abaddon

There is an undeniable, chilling prophetic 
continuity across these texts, shifting from 
natural bugs to an apocalyptic, demonic army.

Let's look at the textual comparisons:
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Passage The Prophetic Description & Imagery
Yoel 2:4-6 (CJB) "They look like horses; like cavalry they 

run... like a mighty army drawn up for 
battle... faces turn pale."

Revelation 9:7-9 (CJB) "Now the locusts looked like horses 
prepared for battle... the sound of their 
wings was like the rumble of many 
chariots..."

The Link to Abaddon

In Revelation 9:11, this apocalyptic locust 
army has a king over them: "They have as king over them 

the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon [Destruction]."

When we tie this back to your references in 
Job (Iyov):

• Job 2:4-5: HaSatan claims a man will give 
everything for his skin, requesting 
permission to strike Job's flesh. In 
Revelation 9, the Abaddon-led locusts are 
strictly forbidden from harming 
vegetation; they can only torment human 
flesh.

• Job 31:12: Job describes sin/wrath as "a 
fire that consumes down to Abaddon." Yoel 
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2:3 similarly notes that "before them a fire devours, and behind them a 
flame blazes."

The Messianic Synthesis: Yoel's locusts are a 
type and shadow. What began as an 
ecological disaster in ancient Y'hudah 
escalates into the literal opening of the Abyss 
in the Last Days. The "Northern Army" of Yoel 
ultimately manifests as the demonic, anti-
Messianic horde led by Abaddon during the 
birth pangs of the Mashiach.

1.4. Exposition from a Messianic Jewish 
Perspective (CJB Style)

Read through the lens of the Complete 
Jewish Bible, Yoel is not an ancient artifact; it 
is an active map of the end-times framework 
(Acharit HaYamim).

1. The Sovereignty of Adonai over 
Judgment: In Yoel 2:11, God calls this 
terrifying vanguard "His army." In 
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Messianic thought, even demonic 
movements or foreign invasions (like the 
anti-Messiah's forces) are bounded by the 
sovereign decree of the Holy One, blessed 
be He. Judgment begins at the House of 
God to cause Teshuvah.

2. The Messiah as the Deliverer on 
Tziyon: Yoel 3:5 (CJB) states, "At that time, whoever 

calls on the name of Adonai will be saved. For in Mount Tziyon and 

Yerushalayim there will be those who escape." Sha'ul (Paul) 
quotes this directly in Romans 10:13, 
linking the name of Yeshua directly to the 
name of Adonai in Yoel. Salvation and 
escape from the final wrath are found 
exclusively through the invocation of the 
Messiah.

3. The Ultimate Restoration (Tikkun): 
Yoel 2:25 brings the famous promise: "I will 

restore to you the years that the locusts ate." In Messianic 
theology, Yeshua does not just save souls; 
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He restores the land, the covenant 
promises to Israel, and brings total cosmic 
renewal when He returns to roar out of 
Tziyon (Yoel 4:16 / 3:16).

Notice the book of Yoel certain scripture has 
four chapters chapter 3:1 as in 2:28. 

You have hit on an incredibly important 
textual reality! Yes, the Hebrew text 
(Masoretic Text) breaks the chapters 
differently than standard English translations. 
In the Hebrew Bible, Yoel has 4 chapters.

What western Bibles call Joel 2:28-32 is 
actually Yoel 3:1-5 in Hebrew and in the 
Complete Jewish Bible (CJB). Consequently, 
Joel 3 in western versions becomes Yoel 4 in 
Hebrew.

Let us jump into the verse-by-verse 
translation comparison for the pivotal 
prophetic shift in Yoel 2 (focusing on the 
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climax and transition into chapter 3) and 
execute a deep Messianic dive into how Acts 
2 (Gevurot) applies this prophecy.

Part 1: Verse-by-Verse Translation 
Comparison

Here is how the transition from physical 
agricultural restoration to global spiritual 
outpouring reads across the versions.

Verse Context Standard Version 
(e.g., ESV / NKJV)

Complete Jewish 
Bible (CJB)

Messianic / 
Hebrew Lens 
Commentary

The Agricultural 
Catalyst

Joel 2:23 

"Be glad then, you 
children of Zion... 
for He has given 
you the former 
rain faithfully, and 
He will cause the 
rain to come down 
for you—the 
former rain, and 
the latter rain in 
the first month."

Yoel 2:23 

"Be glad, then, 
people of Tziyon! 
Rejoice in Adonai 
your God! For he is 
giving you the 
right amount of 
rain in the fall [the 
Moreh 
l'Tzedakah]... the 
winter rain and 
the spring rain..."

In Hebrew, 
"former rain 
faithfully" is 
Moreh l'Tzedakah, 
which literally 
translates to 
"Teacher of 
Righteousness"! 
The text links 
physical rain 
directly to a 
spiritual 
Instructor—the 
Messiah—who 
brings 
righteousness.

The Promised 
Outpouring

Joel 2:28 

"And it shall come 
to pass afterward 
that I will pour out 
My Spirit on all 

Yoel 3:1 (2:28) 
"After this, I will 
pour out my 
Ruach upon all 
humanity [all 

The shift to 
Chapter 3 in 
Jewish texts 
emphasizes that 
the physical 
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flesh; your sons 
and your 
daughters shall 
prophesy..."

basar / flesh]. Your 
sons and 
daughters will 
prophesy..."

harvest of Chapter 
2 was merely the 
stage setter for a 
global, spiritual 
harvest of souls 
via the Ruach 
HaKodesh.

Cosmic Signs Joel 2:30 

"And I will show 
wonders in the 
heavens and in the 
earth: Blood and 
fire and pillars of 
smoke."

Yoel 3:3 (2:30) 
"I will show 
miracles [or 
mofetim / tokens] 
in the sky and on 
the earth—blood, 
fire and columns 
of smoke."

Mofetim are 
supernatural signs 
that demand a 
choice. They point 
directly to the 
cosmic convulsions 
of Acharit 
HaYamim (the Last 
Days).

The Messianic Call Joel 2:32 

"And it shall come 
to pass that 
whoever calls on 
the name of the 
LORD shall be 
saved."

Yoel 3:5 (2:32) 
"At that time, 
whoever calls on 
the name of 
Adonai will be 
saved."

The ultimate goal 
of the crisis. 
Deliverance is not 
found in ethnic 
lineage or military 
might, but in 
calling upon the 
personal Name of 
God.

Part 2: Deep Dive: How Acts 2 (Gevurot) 
Applies Yoel’s Prophecy

When Rabbi Kefa (Peter) stood up on the Day 
of Shavuot (Pentecost) in Acts 2, the crowds 
were bewildered by the manifestations of 
tongues of fire and foreign languages. Some 
accused the disciples of being drunk on new 
wine.

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e



From a Messianic Jewish Lens, Kefa's 
application of Yoel 3:1-5 is brilliant legal and 
prophetic midrash:

1.1. 1. "This is That" — Prophetic Midrash 
(Pesher)

Kefa does not say, "This is similar to what Joel said." He states: 

"This is what was spoken by the prophet Yoel" (Acts 2:16).

• The Messianic Meaning: In Jewish 
hermeneutics, this is a pesher—a direct 
application of a mystery. Kefa anchors a 
wild, multi-sensory phenomenon firmly in 
the Hebrew Scriptures. He demonstrates 
to the Judean crowd that what they are 
witnessing is not a cultic anomaly, but the 
long-awaited fulfillment of covenant 
promises.

1.2. 2. Redefining the Timeline: Entering 
Acharit HaYamim
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Yoel says, "And it shall come to pass 
afterward..." (Yoel 3:1 [2:28]). But Kefa, under 
the unction of the Spirit, translates it as: "And 
it shall be in the last days [Acharit 
HaYamim]..." (Acts 2:17).

• The Messianic Meaning: Kefa announces 
that the Messianic Age has officially 
broken through. The resurrection and 
ascension of Yeshua, followed by the 
down payment of the Ruach, mean Israel 
has entered the final epoch of history.

1.3. 3. Demarginalizing the Spirit: "All Flesh" 
(Kol Basar)

Under the Old Covenant, the Ruach HaKodesh 
was selectively poured out on kings, 
prophets, and priests. Yoel breaks this 
boundary entirely: "upon all humanity... sons, 
daughters, young men, old men, male and female 
slaves" (Yoel 3:1-2).
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• The Messianic Meaning: At Shavuot, the 
Spirit became democratic within the 
community of faith. Fishermen, 
handmaidens, and everyday Am Yisrael 
(People of Israel) were suddenly operating 
in high-level prophetic unction. The 
Messiah's work tore down the spiritual 
caste system.

1.4. The Ultimate Identity Bait-and-Switch 
(Who is Adonai?)

This is Kefa’s theological masterstroke. He 
quotes Yoel: "Whoever calls on the name of Adonai will be saved" 

(Yoel 3:5 / Acts 2:21). 

Then, he immediately launches into his 
conclusion: "Therefore let the whole house of Israel know beyond 

doubt that God has made Him both Lord [Adonai] and Messiah—this Yeshua 
whom you crucified!" (Acts 2:36).

• The Messianic Meaning: Kefa takes the 
exact phrasing of Yoel—calling on the 
Name of the LORD for salvation—and 
applies it directly to Yeshua the Nazarene. 
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To be saved from the looming cosmic 
wrath (Yom-Adonai), one must call upon 
Yeshua.

Summary of the Messianic Lens

Yoel used the agricultural yoreh and malkosh 
(former and latter rains) as a physical 
prophetic parable. Acts 2 proves that Shavuot 
was the early rain (yoreh)—the initial 
downpouring of the Spirit. The latter rain 
(malkosh) is the final, massive global harvest 
of Jewish and Gentile souls turning to 
Messiah right before the great and awesome 
Day of the Lord breaks upon the earth.

These two concepts—the Moreh l'Tzedakah 
(Teacher of Righteousness) and the Valley of 
Y'hoshafat (Valley of Decision/Judgment)—
are the prophetic pillars of Yoel's vision.

Examining them through a Messianic Jewish 
lens using Complete Jewish Bible (CJB) styling 
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illuminates the redemptive framework of the 
Besorah (Gospel) and its direct, apocalyptic 
convergence with Revelation 9.

Part 1: Moreh l'Tzedakah (Teacher of 
Righteousness) & Yeshua in the Gospels

In Yoel 2:23, the Hebrew text contains a 
profound prophetic double entendre. While 
most English versions translate it strictly as 
"former rain faithfully" or "autumn rain for 
your vindication," the Hebrew literally reads:

"...ki natan lakhem et-hamoreh l'tzedakah..."

• Moreh comes from the root yarah, 
meaning "to shoot an arrow" or "to point 
the way"—the exact root for Torah 
(instruction) and Moreh (teacher).

• Tzedakah means righteousness or 
justification.
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Ancient Jewish commentators (such as 
Abarbanel and the scribes of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls) recognized that before God sends the 
physical rains, He promises a "Teacher of 
Righteousness."

How it Relates to Yeshua's Role in the 
Gospels:

1. The True Living Torah: In Jewish 
thought, the rain satisfies physical hunger, 
but the Moreh l'Tzedakah satisfies 
spiritual hunger. When Yeshua stands on 
the Mount in Matthew 5–7 (The Sermon 
on the Mount), He is acting explicitly as 
the Moreh l'Tzedakah. He does not 
abolish the Torah; He points the way to its 
ultimate, heart-level fulfillment.

2. The Dispenser of the Ruach: Yoel sets 
a divine sequence: First comes the Moreh 
l'Tzedakah (Yoel 2:23), and after that, the 
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Ruach is poured out on all humanity (Yoel 
3:1 / 2:28). In the Gospels, Yeshua mimics 
this identical sequence. He teaches 
righteousness during His earthly ministry, 
finishes His work, and then tells His 
Talmidim (disciples) to wait in 
Yerushalayim until He pours out the 
Ruach HaKodesh from on high (Luke 
24:49; Acts 2). Without the Teacher giving 
the instruction, the spiritual rain cannot 
fall.

Part 2: The Valley of Y'hoshafat (Valley of 
Decision) in Yoel 4

In western Bibles, this is Joel 3, but in the 
Hebrew/CJB structure, it is Yoel 4.
"I will gather all nations and bring them down to the Valley of Y'hoshafat 
[Adonai Judges]. There I will enter into judgment with them on behalf of my 
people..." — Yoel 4:2 (CJB)

Later, verse 14 states: "Crowds upon crowds in the Valley of 

Decision! For the Day of Adonai is near in the Valley of Decision."
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Through the Messianic lens, this is not a valley 
where humans sit and casually "decide" if 
they want to follow God. The Hebrew word 
for "decision" here is Charutz, which refers to 
a sharp, gold-mining instrument or a strict 
decree of sharp, decisive judgment. It is the 
place where Adonai decisively executes 
sentence upon the enemies of Israel.

Part 3: The Apocalyptic Link to Revelation 9

The prophetic matrix links the demonic locust 
swarm of Revelation 9 directly back to the 
terrifying vanguard army of Yoel 2 and the 
final battle wrap-up in Yoel 4.
[Yoel 2: Locust/Demonic Vanguard] ---> Opens the path of Divine Judgment 

│

▼ 

[Revelation 9: The Abyss Opens] ---> Abaddon unleashes the demonic army 

│ 

▼ 

[Yoel 4: Valley of Y'hoshafat] ---> The final trap where the nations are crushed
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1.1. The Opening of the Microcosm to the 
Macrocosm ⼩宇宙向⼤宇宙的開啟 

Xiǎoyǔzhòu xiàng dà yǔzhòu de kāiqǐ

In Yoel 2, the locusts act as an unstoppable 
army that darkens the sun and moon, scaling 
walls like warriors. In Revelation 9, the key to 
the bottomless pit is turned, and a horde 
emerges that is structurally identical—horses 
prepared for battle, teeth like lions, and the 
sound of chariots.

1.2. The Identity of the King: Abaddon vs. 
Adonai's Command

Revelation 9:11 notes this demonic horde is 
led by Abaddon (Destruction). Yet, in Yoel 
2:11, Adonai calls this vanguard "His army" 
because He uses them as a rod of judgment. 
By the time history reaches Yoel 4 / 
Revelation 9, these destructive entities have 
driven the rebellious nations directly into the 
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geographical bottleneck of Israel for the final 
showdown.

1.3. The Winepress of Wrath

Yoel 4:13 (CJB) commands: "Put in the sickle, for 
the harvest is ripe! Come, tread the grapes, for the 
winepress is full..." 

This directly matches the climax of the 
Revelation timeline. The deceptive, 
tormenting work of the demonic locusts in 
Revelation 9 causes the nations to harden 
their hearts, ultimately marching them 
straight into the Valley of Y'hoshafat—the 
cosmic winepress where the Messiah Himself 
steps in to execute the ultimate Charutz 
(Decree of Decision).

The Messianic Synthesis

Yeshua came the first time as the Moreh 
l'Tzedakah, pouring out the early rain of the 
Spirit to offer salvation to anyone who calls 
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on His Name. But for those who reject the 
Teacher of Righteousness, the timeline 
inevitably marches toward the Valley of 
Decision, where the sovereign God turns the 
destructive designs of Abaddon inside out to 
vindicate His covenant people once and for 
all.

The modern usage of Moreh (הרֶוֹמ) simply as 
a "schoolteacher" is a beautiful preservation 
of the language, but the classical Hebrew text 
yields a far grander prophetic trajectory.

Part 1: Where is the Valley of Y'hoshafat 
Today?

The Valley of Y'hoshafat (ֵטפָשָׁוֹהיְ קמֶע)—
literally meaning "The Valley where Adonai 
Judges"—is identified today as the Kidron 
Valley.

This deep limestone ravine physically 
separates the eastern wall of the Temple 
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Mount from the Mount of Olives. For 
millennia, Jewish people have sought burial 
on the western slopes of the Mount of Olives 
facing the Temple site, rooted in the 
conviction that the final resurrection and 
judgment will commence right here.

A Prophetic Convergence: Now or Later?

You are correct to identify this as a future 
event. While the physical valley exists today, 
its full eschatological identity requires a 
supernatural, tectonic realignment. Today, 
the Kidron is a relatively narrow gorge. It 
cannot naturally contain "crowds upon 
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crowds" of the world's gathered military 
coalitions.

Part 2: How the Prophetic Geography of 
Yerushalayim Shifts

In the final battle, the geography of 
Yerushalayim undergoes radical, literal 
physical changes to facilitate the judgment 
described in Yoel 4 and its parallel in 
Zechariah 14.
[Mount of Olives] ───► Splits in Two (Zechariah 14:4) ───► Creates a Massive New Valley 

│ 

[Kidron Ravine] ───► Widens and Flattens ───► Open Basin for Judgment (Yoel 4)

1. The Splitting of the Mount: When the 
feet of the Messiah stand upon the 
Mount of Olives, the mountain will split in 
half from east to west, leaving a massive 
valley between the northern and southern 
halves (Zecharyah 14:4).

2. From Ravine to Plain: The Hebrew 
word used for valley in Yoel 4:2 is Emek. 
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Unlike a Wadi (a narrow riverbed gorge), 
an Emek is a broad, low-lying plain 
suitable for agricultural harvest or battle. 
God will flatten the rugged topography of 
Yerushalayim, altering the modern terrain 
to create a vast, supernatural arena 
where the anti-Messianic armies are 
funneled into a geographic bottleneck.

Part 3: The Hebrew Wordplay of the 
Overflowing Winepresses (Yoel 4:13)

In Yoel 4:13 (CJB), the text states:
"Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe! Come, tread the grapes, for the 
winepress is full, the vats overflow; for their wickedness is great."

Yoel utilizes brilliant, poetic Hebrew wordplay 
to showcase how the pride of the nations 
becomes the trap of their own destruction:

• The Vats Overflow (Heshiku HaYekavim - 
 The word for "overflow" is :(םיבִקָיְהַ וּקישִׁהֵ
shuk, which carries the sensory imagery of 
a liquid bubbling up over the edge 
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because it can no longer be contained. 
God matches the measure of judgment 
exactly to the measure of sin: because the 
nations' wickedness has reached its 
maximum spillover capacity, the 
winepresses of wrath must mimic that 
overflow.

• The Grapes of Wrath vs. Blood: In 
Hebrew thought, the treading of the 
winepress (Gat) is a highly visual, violent 
process. The red juice staining the clothes 
of the workers is an ancient prophetic 
metaphor for blood. Yoel links this 
process directly to Revelation 14:20 and 
Revelation 19:15, where Messiah Yeshua 
returns to tread the winepress of the 
fierce wrath of God Almighty, with blood 
flowing from the battle as high as a 
horse’s bridle.

The Messianic Synthesis

Crea
ted

 w
ith




MobiO
ffic

e

https://hebraicbible-jes2025.org/Ketuvim-Nazarene/Hisgalau/Hisgalus14.htm#20
https://hebraicbible-jes2025.org/Ketuvim-Nazarene/Hisgalau/Hisgalus14.htm#20
https://hebraicbible-jes2025.org/Ketuvim-Nazarene/Hisgalau/Hisgalus19.htm#15
https://hebraicbible-jes2025.org/Ketuvim-Nazarene/Hisgalau/Hisgalus19.htm#15


The nations march to the Middle East thinking 
they are invading a narrow, vulnerable city. 
Instead, they step directly into a divine trap. 
The geography breaks open beneath them, 
transforming the tight Kidron Valley into the 
Emek of Judgment. The very nations that 
sought to "pour out" Israel's blood find 
themselves harvested, pressed, and 
overflowed in the winepress of the King.

In Yoel 4:2 (CJB), Adonai leaves no room for 
ambiguity regarding why He summons the 
global coalitions to the Valley of Y'hoshafat. 
The King of Israel issues a precise, two-part 
legal indictment against the nations based 
on how they treated His personal property: 
His people and His land.

When you map this out geographically, the 
northern valley of judgment flows directly 
into the southern valley of fire, creating a 
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literal topographic picture of eternal 
damnation.

Part 1: The Divine Indictment: The Criteria of 
Yoel 4:2

In the Messianic framework, God does not 
judge the nations at this specific tribunal 
based on general morality. He judges them 
based on their foreign policy toward Israel 
(Am Yisrael) and the Land (Eretz Yisrael).

The text outlines two strict criteria:

• Scattering His Heritage (Nachalati): The 
Hebrew word Nachalah means an 
irreversible ancestral inheritance. God 
views the Jewish people as His permanent 
property. The nations are indicted for the 
historical and end-times dispersion, anti-
Semitism, and persecution of the Jewish 
people.
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• Dividing His Land (Artzi): Adonai states 
explicitly, "they divided up my land." From 
a Messianic perspective, the Land of Israel 
does not belong to the United Nations, 
the global superpowers, or even to Israel 
by autonomous right. It belongs to 
Adonai. Any geopolitical effort to 
partition, carve up, or trade the covenant 
land for political peace triggers direct, 
catastrophic divine wrath.

Part 2: The Topography of Damnation: 
Gehenna and the Southern Convergence

To understand the full weight of this 
judgment, we must look at where the Valley 
of Y'hoshafat (Kidron) actually ends.

As the Kidron Valley runs south along the 
eastern wall of the City of David, it intersects 
directly with another deep ravine coming 
from the west: the Hinnom Valley, known in 
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Hebrew as Gai Ben-Hinnom—the linguistic 
and physical origin of the word Gehenna.

The Historical Stain of Gai Ben-Hinnom

In the Old Covenant era, this southern valley 
was the site of Tophet, where apostate 
Israelites sacrificed their children in the fires 
of the pagan idol Molech. King Yoshiyahu 
(Josiah) systematically defiled the valley to 
stop this abomination (2 Kings 23:10). It 
subsequently became the perpetual, burning 
garbage dump of Yerushalayim, where fires 
burned constantly and worms consumed 
organic waste.

Map Location of the Ancient Site of Tophet

The ancient site of Tophet is located at the 
low-lying southern convergence of Gai Ben-
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Hinnom (the Hinnom Valley) and the Kidron 
Valley, just south of the ancient City of David.

Today, this specific junction sits directly 
below the modern Palestinian neighborhood 
of Silwan and just outside the southern walls 
of the Old City of Jerusalem. For millennia, 
this deep, rocky basin served as the literal and 
symbolic ground zero for spiritual defilement 
due to the horrific child sacrifices practiced 
there.

The Historical and Messianic Significance of 
Tophet

• The Ritual Site: The name Tophet is 
believed by many scholars to derive from 
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the Aramaic word for hearth or drum 
(toph), referencing the drums beaten 
loudly by pagan priests to drown out the 
screams of the children being passed 
through the roaring fires to the bronze 
idol of Molech.

• The Royal Defilement: In 2 Kings 23:10, 
the righteous King Yoshiyahu (Josiah) 
systematically desecrated and defiled 
Tophet, pouring trash, bones, and animal 
carcasses into the ravine to ensure no 
Israelite could ever perform those 
abominable sacrifices there again.

• The Transition to Gehenna: Because 
Yoshiyahu turned the valley into the city's 
smoking garbage dump, Tophet forever 
branded the Hinnom Valley as Gehenna—
the geographic visual aid Yeshua utilized 
in the Gospels to describe the 
unquenchable fires of final damnation.
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When Yoel 4 and Revelation describe the 
ultimate routing of the anti-Messianic 
armies, they are pushed down the valley 
corridors until they collide at this exact 
topographic dead-end—the ancient, cursed 
fires of Tophet meeting the eternal judgment 
of the King.

1.1. Yeshua’s Visual Metaphor

When Yeshua warns His talmidim about the 
fires of Gehenna in the Gospels (e.g., Mark 
9:43-48), His audience was not imagining a 
abstract, ethereal underworld. They were 
looking down into the smoky, foul-smelling 
ravine just south of the city walls. Yeshua 
used this literal geography to illustrate the 
final state of the wicked.

1.2. The Prophetic Funnel

In the final battle sequence of Yoel 4, the 
anti-Messianic armies are funneled into the 
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Valley of Y'hoshafat for sentencing. As the 
Messiah executes judgment, the casualties 
and the routed forces are pushed southward 
down the valley floor. The Kidron acts as a 
divine chute, emptying the judged armies 
directly into the basin of Gai Ben-Hinnom 
(Gehenna).

The Messianic Synthesis

The criteria of Yoel 4:2 prove that God ties His 
global end game directly to the physical 
treatment of Israel. Those who attempt to 
divide God's land or scatter His heritage will 
find themselves physically and spiritually 
trapped. They are marched down the Valley 
of Judgment (Y'hoshafat) and cast into the 
eternal valley of burning waste (Gehenna), 
executing the physical geography of prophecy 
perfectly before the eyes of the redeemed.
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Part 1: Topographic Visualization of 
Judgement

The physical layout of Yerushalayim acts as a 
literal map of eschatology. To the east of the 
Temple Mount sits the Kidron Valley (the 
Valley of Y’hoshafat), which flows southward. 
To the south and west sits the Hinnom Valley 
(Gai Ben-Hinnom / Gehenna).

They collide at the southern foot of the City of 
David. This convergence forms a geographic 
funnel where the armies judged in the east 
are swept directly into the burning valley of 
fire in the south.
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Part 2: The Remnant on Mount Tziyon (Yoel 
3:5 & 4:17)

In the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), Yoel 3:5 
(2:32 in standard Bibles) drops a vital anchor 
for Messianic hope:
"At that time, whoever calls on the name of Adonai will be saved. For in Mount 
Tziyon and Yerushalayim there will be those who escape, as Adonai has said; 
along with the remnant whom Adonai is calling."

Later, Yoel 4:17 (3:17) solidifies this: "You will know 

that I am Adonai your God, living in Tziyon, my holy mountain. Then 
Yerushalayim will be holy, and foreigners will never pass through her again."

The Messianic She'arit (Remnant) Lens:

1. Saved by the Name: As noted 
previously, the text demands calling upon 
the Name of Adonai. In Romans 10, Sha'ul 
(Paul) confirms that the visible, physical 
manifestation of the Name of Adonai is 
Yeshua. The escapees are those who have 
cast off their own self-righteousness to 
take refuge under the banner of the 
Messiah.
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2. Physical and Spiritual Preservation: In 
classic Jewish eschatology, the She'arit 
Yisrael (Remnant of Israel) is the small 
nucleus of the Jewish nation that survives 
the global crucible of the Great Tribulation 
(Jacob's Trouble). While the nations 
outside the city are being crushed in the 
winepress of Y'hoshafat, the localized, 
physically preserved remnant stands 
safely on Mount Tziyon with the Lamb 
(matching the vision of Revelation 14:1).

3. The Cleansing of the Sacred City: Yoel 
4:17 guarantees that "foreigners [unauthorized, anti-

Messianic pagan forces] will never pass through her again." The 
era of Jerusalem being trampled by the 
nations ends permanently when the 
Messiah establishes His Shekhinah (Divine 
Presence) in her midst.

Part 3: The Healing Waters and the Valley of 
Acacias (Yoel 4:18)
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Yoel concludes his prophecy with a striking, 
supernatural transformation of the very 
terrain used for war and judgment:
"...A fountain will flow out from the house of Adonai and water the Valley of 
Shittim [Acacias]." — Yoel 4:18 (CJB)

The Messianic & Topographic Reality:

• The Valley of Shittim (Acacias): The 
acacia tree is a desert tree that thrives in 
intensely dry, arid environments. 
Prophetically, the Valley of Shittim refers 
to the dry wadis extending eastward from 
Yerushalayim down through the scorching 
Judean desert toward the Dead Sea area 
(and historically extending across the 
Jordan where Israel camped before 
crossing over). It is a zone of total aridity, 
spiritual barrenness, and death.
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• The Healing Flow: Yoel matches the 
broader visions of Ezekiel 47 and 
Zechariah 14:8. A literal, supernatural 
artesian spring will burst forth from 
beneath the Threshold of the Millennial 
Temple. This water will cascade down into 
the Kidron Valley, turning the "Valley of 
Judgment" into a river of life.

• The Healing of the Dead Sea: This river 
flows straight into the lifeless, mineral-
choked waters of the Dead Sea, 
completely healing them, filling them with 
fish, and causing fruit trees to bloom 
along the banks of the old desert 
badlands.

The Ultimate Messianic Balance

Yoel's narrative structure provides a profound 
theological message: Judgment is not God's 
final word; Restoration (Tikkun) is.
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The very valley floor that ran red with the 
winepress of wrath (Y'hoshafat) and 
accumulated the waste of the wicked 
(Gehenna) is ultimately washed over, 
cleansed, and completely rejuvenated by the 
living waters flowing out from the throne of 
Messiah Yeshua. Death is swallowed up in 
victory, and the desert blooms like a rose.

The Face of the Desert: The Acacia (Shittim)

The Acacia tree (known in Hebrew as Shittah 
 plural Shittim) is the ultimate ,הטָּשִׁ /
botanical survivor of the Judean wilderness 
and Sinai deserts. It possesses deep taproots 
that plunge dozens of meters into the 
scorched earth to find hidden subterranean 
water veins, allowing it to stay vibrantly green 
even in drought conditions.
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You have made an exceptionally sharp observation! In 
the wild desert landscapes of Israel and the Sinai, the 
Acacia tree almost always grows in isolation rather 
than in dense forests or tight groves.

This characteristic makes the tree highly significant 
when interpreting Yoel 4:18 (CJB) through a Messianic 
Jewish lens.

The Ecological Reason for Isolation

The isolation of the Acacia is a direct result of its 
survival strategy in harsh, arid terrain:

• The Fight for Water: A single Acacia tree requires 
an immense underground radius to stretch its 
taproots and claim whatever deep moisture is 
trapped beneath the desert floor. If they grew too 
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close together, they would strangle each other's 
water supply.

• The Desert Landscape: Because they grow miles 
apart, an Acacia tree often stands as the only spot 
of green or shade for miles in a barren valley.

The Prophetic Impact: Transforming Total Isolation 
into an Oasis

When Yoel uses the phrase "the Valley of Shittim 
(Acacias)," he is deliberately painting a picture of a 
region defined by dryness, rocky desolation, and 
extreme isolation. It is a place where life is scattered, 
sparse, and fighting simply to survive.

By stating that the supernatural fountain from the 
Millennial Temple will flow all the way out to water this 
specific valley, Yoel is highlighting a profound miracle:
[Pre-Messianic Desert] ──► Isolated Acacia Trees ──► Sparse, Fighting to Survive 

                                                                      │ 

                                                                      ▼ (The Temple Fountain Arrives) 

                                                                       │ 

[Messianic Renewal] ──► Lush, Watering Oasis ──► Density, Abundance, and Unity

1. Breaking the Isolation: The living waters of the 
Messiah will be so abundant that the deep, 
underground battle for water ends. The valley will 
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no longer be a place of isolated survival; it 
becomes a well-watered paradise where life can 
finally congregate and flourish together.

2. From Individual Survival to Communal Life: In 
Messianic thought, this mirrors the spiritual 
restoration of Israel and the nations. Before the 
Messiah pours out His life-giving Spirit, humanity 
exists like isolated Acacia trees in a spiritual 
desert—separated, dry, and fighting for survival on 
their own terms. When the river of the King flows, 
it unifies the scattered remnant into a dense, 
thriving oasis of communal worship.

The fact that these trees grow alone in the photos 
makes Yoel's prophecy even more radical. He is 
promising to bring absolute, overflowing abundance to 
the loneliest, driest places on earth.

Because of its durability and fine grain, it was 
the specific wood Adonai commanded Moses 
to use to construct the Ark of the Covenant 
and the Mishkan (Tabernacle) components. 
When Yoel prophecies that the water from 
the Temple will refresh the "Valley of 
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Shittim," he is describing a river turning a 
jagged, thorny, bone-dry desert landscape 
into a lush oasis.

The Messianic Wedding Banquet Imagery 
(Yoel 4:18)

In the Complete Jewish Bible (CJB), Yoel 4:18 
transitions from the terrifying sounds of 
warfare to the rich sensory abundance of the 
ultimate covenant celebration:
"At that time, the mountains will drip sweet wine, the hills will flow with milk, 
all the wadis of Y'hudah will flow with water, and a fountain will flow out from 
the house of Adonai..."

Through a Messianic Jewish lens, this passage 
is overflowing with traditional Wedding 
Banquet (Seudah) motifs that link directly to 
Yeshua’s ministry and the ultimate renewal of 
the world (Olam HaBa).
Agricultural Devastation (Yoel 1) ───► Apocalyptic Judgment (Yoel 2-4) ───► The Messianic Wedding Feast (Yoel 4:18)         

       (Locusts strip vines)                                   (Winepress of Wrath)                                   (Mountains drip sweet wine)

1.1. 1. The Sweet Wine (Asis) and the Miracle 
at Kana
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The Hebrew word used here for "sweet wine" 
is Asis (ָסיסִע), which refers to freshly pressed, 
unadulterated grape juice bursting with rich 
sweetness. In ancient Israel, an abundance of 
wine signified divine favor and the ultimate 
joy of a wedding feast.

This gives profound context to Yeshua’s first 
public miracle at the wedding in Kana (John 
2). When the wine ran out—a social disaster 
indicating a lack of joy—Yeshua 
supernaturally produced an abundance of the 
highest quality wine. By doing this in a 
wedding setting, Yeshua was signaling to 
those with eyes to see: "The Messianic Era 
spoken of by Yoel is breaking through right 
now. I am the Bridegroom."

1.2. Reversing the Locust Curse

To fully appreciate the joy of the sweet wine 
dripping from the mountains, you have to 
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look back at the beginning of the book. In 
Yoel 1:5, the prophet wails: "Wake up, you drunkards, and 

weep! Wail, all you wine-drinkers, because the sweet wine [asis] is cut off from 
your mouth!"

The locusts completely stripped the vineyards 
bare. In the Messianic Restoration, the curse 
is not just lifted—it is aggressively reversed. 
The very mountain slopes that were dry, 
brown, and barren under judgment become 
so heavily packed with flourishing vineyards 
that the mountains literally appear to "drip" 
with the juice of the harvest.

1.3. The Ultimate Marriage Supper of the 
Lamb

In Jewish midrashic thought, the arrival of the 
Messiah is synonymous with a cosmic 
wedding feast where Adonai remarries His 
covenant people, Israel, in total 
righteousness.
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Yoel’s imagery matches Isaiah 25:6: "On this 

mountain Adonai-Tzva'ot will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 

of well-aged wines." It points ultimately to Revelation 
19:9, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. The 
judgment executed in the Valley of Y'hoshafat 
clears the field of evil so that the King can sit 
down at the banqueting table with His 
Bride—the remnant of Israel and the 
redeemed from the nations—to drink the 
fruit of the vine anew in the Kingdom.

The Messianic Synthesis

The journey of Yoel moves from a desolate 
landscape stripped by locusts to a war-torn 
basin of judgment, but it concludes at a 
wedding table. For those who belong to the 
Messiah, the end of the story is not the 
smoke of Gehenna, but the sweet wine of the 
Kingdom, enjoyed in a desert that has been 
turned into a lush garden by the living waters 
of the King.
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